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POCEY mOuUnLans nsuny Irom Lhe gesert floor To the

north wesl and soulh, Lhe Geser i.‘:_\ flat with onivy an

OOCARONnEA] Mse O DInnacis Dreaing Lhe INONOLONROGUS
landscape

This would bDe home oy B Bm ang its Shun_—
Party comrads untd Thursday, when the heay ies of
HMH-355 woud return Lo Dullow up sand and carry
them back to greener, familiar surroundings :

As the day wore on 1o iate afternoon, and the sun
rapidly dropped loward the western horizon, the sharp
crack of automatic weapons fire shattered the desert
staliness.

A firing range had been established at the site and
each Marine would be taking his turn at familiarization
firing of the 50 cal machine gun and its smaller
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Normal tracking operations unde
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and the battalion’s Sergeant major
SgtMa). Ford, visit site
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1830 Land navigation training

and NBC drills commence

2230 L raining secures for night
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A <9 ¢, morning meal and
0800 - Six CH A "Sen

from HMH- 383 on
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Site

Stallion"

Site to  begin
movement to P-11) desert

1080 Hetrograde movement
complete all equipment in place
and secured; all Marines readv for
transport back to MCAS. Operation
Dusty 1l secures. Termed highly
successful by both battery com
mander and battalion commander
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Sgt. Bill Henderson

and PFC Tom Williams

brother, the .30 cal. automatic rifle.

Each subsequently took turns on a turret mounted .50
cal. and tripod mounted machine gun on the ground.
Then they shot the .30 cal. automatic rifle from both a
prone position with the muzzle resting on a bipoc and
from the standing position with the rifle stock secured
snugly against the hip.

The shattering fire continued into the night as more
than 35,000 rounds of the 70,000 allotted for the
operation were expended.

The second day was a bsuy one for the LAAM Bn.
Marines. On this day, they tested their skills in an
electronic warfare environment against the Marine
Corps’ most sophisticated electronic warfare aircraft ...
the EA-6 Intruder.

The morning of November 2 came all too early for this
battery of desert Marines ... an extra hour of sack time
would have been a welcome reward for the rigors they
had undergone the previous day. But, they had a
timetable to meet and it didn't allow for late sleepers.

By the time the sun crested the mountains to the east
— casting long shadows across the pale orange light
reflecting from the desert sand operations were
already underway.

More targets of opportunity were searched out on
radar scopes of missilemen whetted their keen edge and
awaited arrival of EA-6 aircraft which were due to
commence an attack that morning.

At 11 a.m. the first bandit was spotted and
repulsed. They came both low and high — from ever)
conceivable angle — but the sophisticated plane
couldn’'t outmaneuver the HAWK system’s all-seeing
eye. By noon, the aircraft had returned_ to their home
base at MCAS, EIl Toro, Calit. A revision of strategy
and tactics was in order as the ‘‘birds'' were slated to
make a second attempt to slip past the o2nd LAAM Bn

radar net that afternoon. |

After a welcome noon meal. ‘‘B'’ Btry. Marines were
again at their stations. tracking targets of opportunity
_waiting for the second wave of EA-6 aircraft

This time the ‘‘Intruders’’ arrived at 3 p.m.
and more cunning than before. The
Missile System again held them in check

- faster

Improved HAWK

proving ILs

Last thoughts before

superb antiaircraft protection capability in the ground-
to-air defensive position

The second day ended as did the day before with the
cracking of automatic gunfire as grey dusk deepened
into black night. Blazing flashes and shattering clamor
of small arms weapon fire carried on into the night as
the remaining rounds of ammunition were spent

Day three began as day two, with shivering, tired
Marines gathering around flickering fires in the early
morning twilight

Breakfast in the field w
in itself to behold as '‘l.eathernecks test their culinary

ith a Marine unit is something

[ ==

rations. Some concocred

peculiar recipes in their steel helmets balanced over

talents against cans of "'C
open fires trying to arouse their palates with some
sort of similarity of home cooking

Although some younger Marines received raised
eyebrow reactions from older, wiser vets, their
somewhat less than d5th Ave. COOKIng quelled appetites
and prepared them for the longest of the four days they
spent in the field during Dusty 111

3y 8 a.m. pots had been cleaned and a HMH-363 was
on-site ready LO lransportl the assault fire unit to a
detached location some 16 miles southeast of the main
battery

Second Lieutenant Charles E
of the assault fire unit atter receiving jast minute In-
structions from ‘B’ Btry. commander, 1stLt. Don A
Richardson. They departed the area in a cloud of dust

and churning rotor blades for the next stage of the

ovd readied members

exercise a stage that would further prove the ver
satility of LAAM Bn. missilemen

Operating as a battery minus, - the rema
'*B btry. began
coordinating their efforts by radio with the

unit. This extended arm of the system provided an

tracking targels o011 opportunity

assault fire

H{]lit'ii I'{'.".t"Tl relative LO I ‘--[H-!'J{il:l'-_' LO enemsy aircraftl

Rv noon. the assault fire unit and its operators were
0rl '[Illl'il wav back [{ .lfi_“a to re1oin the main battery
where LtCol. Maurice Holder, 2nd LAAM Bn. com
mande would be brieled on success Of Lthe exercise
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By 10 30 that night, all t - _ d De
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dv 8 a.n the following mo | |
‘“*choppers’’ were on site. It was | | 111 ovi
again dust and noise
lifted gear back t«

By 10:50, (U1}
returned to P-111 and secured. A batlte f tire: Vet
satisfied Marines began their lon v alls n back
to MCAS. It was
deserved day of rest aft
field operations
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